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quality of government in Tennessee municipalities. An 
agency of the University of Tennessee Institute for Public 
Service, MTAS works in cooperation with the Tennessee 
Municipal League and affiliated organizations to assist 
municipal officials.
By sharing information, responding to client requests,
and anticipating the ever-changing municipal government 
environment, MTAS promotes better local government
and helps cities develop and sustain effective management 
and leadership.
MTAS offers assistance in areas such as accounting and 
finance, administration and personnel, fire, public works, 
law, ordinance codification, and wastewater management. 
MTAS houses a comprehensive library and publishes scores 
of documents annually.
MTAS provides one copy of our publications free of charge 
to each Tennessee municipality, county and department 
of state and federal government. There is a $10 charge for 
additional copies of “Ordinance Drafting and Enactment.”
Photocopying of this publication in small quantities for 
educational purposes is encouraged. For permission to copy 
and distribute large quantities, please contact the MTAS 
Knoxville office at (865) 974-0411.
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III. ORDINANCE ADOpTION pROCEDuRES
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  LEGALESE                          EquIvALENT
	 1.	 during	such	time	as	. . . . . . while
	 2.	 due	to	the	fact	that		. . . . . because
	 3.	 afford	the	opportunity	to	. . allow
	 4.	 in	order	to	. . . . . . . . . . . . to
	 5.	 in	an	effort	to 	. . . . . . . . . to
	 6.	 in	the	event	that		. . . . . . . if
	 7.	 give	guidance	to	. . . . . . . . guide
	 8.	 at	such	time	as	. . . . . . . . . when
	 9.	 it	has	been	determined
	 	 that	there	is	. . . . . . . . . . . there	is
	10.	 it	is	necessary	that	the
	 	 aforesaid	municipal	code	
	 	 section	be	amended	to	. . . . municipal
	 	 	 code	section
	 	 	 _______	is
	 	 	 amended	to	
11.		 the	person	to	whom	said
	 	 license	was	issued	. . . . . . . the	licensee
12.		 it	shall	be	unlawful	to	. . . . it	is	unlawful	to
13.		 shall	be	and	the	same	is
	 	 hereby	amended	. . . . . . . . is	amended
14.		 shall	be	defined	as	. . . . . . . means
15.		 board	of	mayor	and
	 	 aldermen,	hereinafter
	 	 referred	to	as	“board” 	. . . . board	of	mayor
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III. SAMpLE ORDINANCE wITh ELEMENTS LAbELED














Severability clause (optional/recommended, depending on type/length of ordinance):
Section	11.		 If	any	section,	phrase,	sentence	or	portion	of	this	ordinance	is	held	invalid	or
	 unconstitutional...	not	affect	the	validity	of	remaining	portions	thereof.
Date of effect (required—check charter):
Section	12.		 This	ordinance	shall	take	effect	15	days	after	its	passage,	the	public	welfare	requiring	it.
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A. SAMpLE ORDINANCE TAbLE 1—by NuMbER
	
    Amended by Repealed/
 Ordinance # Date Subject Amends/Replaces Replaced by
 1998-12	 5/14/02	 Beer	permits	 Amended	by	1999-2,	 Replaced	by	2003-4
	 	 	 	 and	2001-16
	 1998-13	 5/14/02	 Water	rates	 Amends	1997-9
	 1998-14	 5/28/02	 Zoning	in	R-1	 Amended	by	1999-3,





b. SAMpLE ORDINANCE TAbLE 2—ALphAbETICAL by SubJECT
	
    Amended by Repealed/
 Subject Ordinance # Date Amends/Replaces Replaced by
 Animal	Control	 1996-9	 12/02/96	 Amended	by	2002-3	 Replaced	by	2004-8
	 Annexation	 2002-2	 03/30/02	 Amends	1997-9
	 Beer	Board	 1993-14	 05/22/93	 Replaced	1985-3,
	 	 	 	 amended	by	2001-3
	 Building	Code	 1978-4	 02/04/78	 Amended	by	1992-4,	 Replaced	by	2003-20
	 	 	 	 1993-3,	1994-9,




vI. GENERAL LAw ChARTERS—ADOpTION 


























































































































		 v.	 T.C.A.	§	6-1-101,	et seq.
		 vi.	 T.C.A.	§	6-19-101,	et seq.
		 vii.	 	T.C.A.	§	6-30-101,	et seq.
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